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DATE:  August 22, 2016 

TO:  Chair and Members of the Formation Commission 

FROM:  Kate McKenna, AICP, Executive Officer 

SUBJECT: CARMEL AREA WASTEWATER DISTRICT - Conducting Authority (“Protest”) 
Proceedings for the Commission’s June 27, 2016 Approval of the Annexation of 
3,040 Acres to the District. 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the Commission hold Protest Proceedings for this approved annexation: 
1. Open and close a public hearing to receive any protests of the Commission's June 27, 2016 action to 

annex territory to the Carmel Area Wastewater District, and 
2. Authorize the Executive Officer to evaluate any protests received, and to proceed with the final 

processing of the annexation unless a threshold for sufficient protest is met. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT: 

At the June 27 regular meeting, the Commission approved the Carmel Area Wastewater District’s 
proposed Sphere of Influence Amendment and annexation affecting approximately 3,040 acres. State law 
requires a Conducting Authority (“protest”) hearing for a change of organization unless all property 
owners provide prior written consent to the proposal. Obtaining of such consent was not feasible, in that 
the proposal encompasses 942 parcels. Registered voters and landowners within the annexation areas 
may file written protests through August 22. Written protests may also be submitted at the protest 
hearing.  

A Certificate of Completion for the annexation can be recorded, following the close of the protest hearing 
and upon satisfaction of other remaining conditions of approval in the Commission’s June 27 resolution, 
unless a threshold for sufficient protest is met.1  Consistent with legal noticing requirements, this protest 
hearing was advertised in the Monterey County Weekly on July 28. Related information has also been 
available on LAFCO’s web site since early June. As of this writing, staff has received no protests or 
inquiries regarding filing a protest. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kate McKenna, AICP 
Executive Officer 

cc: 

                                                 
1 Pursuant to State law, the Commission must require a confirmation election by the registered voters residing 
within the annexation’s affected area if written protests have been filed and not withdrawn by either of the 
following:  1) At least 25 percent, but less than 50 percent, of the registered voters residing in the affected 
territory, or 2) At least 25 percent of the number of owners of land who also own at least 25 percent of the 
assessed value of land within the affected territory. The annexation shall be abandoned if the Commission finds 
that written protests filed and not withdrawn prior to the conclusion of the hearing represent 50 percent or 
more of the voters residing in the territory. 
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Barbara Buikema and Drew Lander, Carmel Area Wastewater District 
Denise Duffy        

Report prepared by: Darren McBain, Senior Analyst 
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